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Online, offline
JEE will be
held in April
nextyr

Manash Pratim Gohaln | T

New Delhi: The first Joint
Engineering Examination
(main) 2013, known so far as
asthe AllIndiaEngineering
Entrance Examination
(AIEEE) paper 1, will be
held in April2013.

The JEE apex board on
JEE main and advanced de-
cided that the JEE (main)
for BE/ BTech will be held
in two modes — offline and
online. The offline exam for
JEE (main} will be held on
April 7, 2013, and the online
exam will be held thereafter
in April’ The examination
(paper II of earlier AIEEE)
for admissionst¢B Arch/ B
Planning courses at NITs,
HITs, DTU and other cen-
trally funded technical in-
stitutes (CFTIs) will be held
on April 7, 2018, in offline
modeonly.

According to JEE apex
board, the merit list for ad-
mission to NITs, I1ITs, DTU
and other CFTIs will be pre-
pared by giving 40% weight-
age (suitably normalized)
to Class XII or other qualify-
ing examination marks and
60% to the performance in
JEE {(main) examination.

The JEE {main) 2013 will
have one three-hour objec-
tivetype question papen
The paper will consist of
physics, chemistry and
mathematics. The paper Il
will have one guestion paper
consisting of math, aptitude
test and drawing test as per
past practice of AIEEE. The
duration will be threehours.
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New II'Ts, IPst come up;
old ones run sans faculty

Shortage up to
50% in lliTs

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA W
NEW DELHI

The Centre may have gone
on, an overdrive to expand
_students’ intake in top-not
institutes like ITTs and establish
new ones like the ITMs and
IIITs, but it has failed to address
the severe shortage of faculty in
educational institutes at all lev-
els across the country, Making
matters worse, qualified can-
didates willing to take up
teaching assignments are hard
to be found.

Sample this: Over 12 lakh
of the 50 lakh sanctioned posts
in Central/State Government
schools are vacant. And in the
technical education sector at

University/Institutes Post Sanctioned  Vacamt
All Gentral Universities(DU, JNU etc) 16.602 6,542
Indian Institutes of Technology 5,149 1,549
National Jnstitutes of Technology 5806 1,783
Indian Institutes of Managament 638 111
indian Institutes of Information Technology 224 104
Indian Institute of Science 522 130
Indian \nstitutes of Sclence, Education & Research 518 131
"Schoo! TeacherE (CentialSEEy~ — - 50,82,635 ~ 12355478

the Centre and State level,
which includes the prestigious
institutes like ITTs, LIMs, NITs,
there is a facuity deficit of
around one Jakh. Out of the
sanctioned strength of 5,149
about 1,549 teaching positions,
including prolonged vacancies
of Directors, are at present
vacant in 15 ITTs.

Similarly, while the existing
seven IIMs have been report-
ing a perpetual shortage of 30

per cent, another six such insti-
tutes have been established in
the last couple of years.

Ever since the four IIITs
came into existence there has
been no increase in the facul-
ty strength with more than 50
per cent posts remaining
vacant. But, the HRD Ministry
recently announced opening of
another set of four new IIITs in
different States.

Turn to Page 6

New II'Ts...

From Page 1

A total of 12,59,478 teacher
positions under State sector as
well as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

(SSA) is vacant as in 2011.
Efforts by the IITs, AICTE,
UGC and the Government by
launching special schemes for
faculty recruitment, giving age
relaxations and financial assis-
tance for research work too are
not yielding the desired results.
IITs have been taking var-
ious initiatives to aftract out-
standing candidates for faculty
positions. Some of these mea-
sures include year-round open
advertisements, holding of selec-
tion committee meets through
video conferencing, invitation to
alumni, scientists and faculty to

reach out to the potential can-
didates, advertisements in inter-
national journals and outstand-
ing young faculty award,” a top
HRD Ministry official said.

TIT faculty are encouraged to
take up consultancy and are
given start-up aid up to T5lakh
1o take up research, besides pro-
fessional development allowance,
he said, addi it even these do
not seem to be attracting pro-
fessionals. “If there are 100 seats
vacant, only five teachers are
found;” he elaborated. -

A senior faculty member of
an IIT told The Pioneer that the
new set of people visiting the
prestigious institutes to take up
teaching assignments are those
looking for stop-gap arrange-
ments until they get some fat
offers from the corporate world.

“The quality of teachers
has deteriorated and the new set
of teachers do not want to work
hard preferring internet search
engines for their research works
which do not suffice the acad-
emic demands,” the professor
revealed, requesting andnymity.

The shortage in thethigher
education level, has now made
the Government to increase the
age of superannuation of facul-
ty to 651&\1‘5 in Central
Educational Institutions (CEIs)
with a further provision of re-
employment up to 70 years.

The AICTE's move toallow
teachers recruitment with
BTech as pro-tem lecturer for a
limited period of three years
with the condition that they
would secure Master(s) within
the same period too has
received a poor response.
AICTE has also permitted a
second shift in the existing
mmﬁom and increased the
.ind in Masters pro es
in order to meef thgen}::c:tnﬂty
requirement.

E]
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256% rise in students
going abroad in 10 yrs’

lIM-B Study Finds US UK Remam T0p Choice

Hemall Chhapla &
Sruthy Susan Ullas | TN

Mumbai: Campuses in the
West have for long been woo-
ing young Indians, with edu-
cation fairs, road shows and
specialadmission campaigns
nudging thousandstopick up
brochures that give a peek in-
to college life in Europe.
While studving in Oxbridge
still remains the highest aca-
demic aspiration among the
youth here, hetween 2000 and
2009, the number of Indian
students in foreign countries
has grown by 256% or three-
and-a-half times,

Going by the findings of a
study conducted by the Indian
Institute of Management-
Bangalore, the profile of the
internaticnallymobileIndian
students is changing. Tradi-
tionally, north Indiansflocked
to Europe for higher educa-
tion, but increasingly, stu-
dents from Gujarat as well as
the southern states are mak-
ing a beeline for institutes in
those countries, with one in
every two Indians studying in
the UK being a woman. And
when it comes to scholarships
and grants, most of them are
bagged by students from
southern India, shows the
study, ‘Indian student mobili-
ty to selected European coun-
tries: An Overview’.

The paper is part of a re-
search project financed by
the European Union (EU)and
carried out by Rupa Chanda
and Shahana Mukherjee at

\ “i“ R
ot i‘i.lﬂ-\- \\ D i

LURE OF A FOREIGN DEGREE

IIM-B, researchers at the Eu-
ropean University Institute,
Indian Council of Overseas
Employment, and Maas-
tricht University (Faculty of
Law). One-year Master’s pro-
grammes in business and
management have been the
most popular field, but many
engineering and mathemat-
ics and computer science as-
pirants also head for Europe,
“But healthcare, English and
linguistics are not gaining
popularity,” notes the study,
According to the study
there has been a steady an-
nual rise of 7% Indians trav-
elling overseas for a degree,
More than 53,000 Indians
went abroad in 2000 and at the
end of the decade, the count
shot up to 1.9 lakh. While the
US has been steady in the top
slotof having most number of
Indian students, education
magnet UK has been a close
second. However, the interest
in the US seems to have

slipped, albeit slightly, as oth-
er countries like Australia
hard sell their universities.
The US’s loss also seems to be
adding up to Europe’s gain.
Across the globe, the UK at-
tracts the second largest con-
tingent of international stu-
dents and since 2009, about
17% Indian students have
been visiting there annually;
afterall,Indians comprisethe
second largest group of inter-
national students in the UK.
Between 2000 and 2009, the
count of Indian students in
Eurcpe has increased from
3,34810 51,556, with the UK sep-
arately logging a rise from
3,962 to 36,105. But across Eu-
rope, Germany and France get
most of remaining Indian stu-
dents. “Indian students are
now alsoexploring other coun-
tries such as Sweden, Italy and
Ireland, where education is
considerably cheaper and
part-time jobs are easier to se-
cure,” said the researchers.
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Prime Minister in Sriharikota
for ISRO’s historic mission

Staff Reporter

NELLORE: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh arrived at
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC SHAR) in Sri-
harikota, 120 km from here,
on Saturday evening to wit-
ness the historic 100th mis-
sion of the Indian Space
Research Organisation
{ISRO).

He is here to see the wholly
commercial launch of the Po-
lar Sateliite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV). There will be no Indi-

an satellite on it for the third -

time in 21 missions. The
PSLV-C21 will lift off at 9,51
a.m. on Sunday from the First
Launch Pad of the spaceport.

The space mission is aimed
at putting into orbit three sat-
ellites — ‘SPOT-6’, a 720-kg
French remote sensing satel-
lite, and ‘PROITERES’, a 15-
kg Japanese observation sat-
ellite. The French satellite
has been built by Astrium
SAS, a European space tech-
nology company.

The Prime Minister, who
arrived here by helicopter
from Chénnai at 530 p.m.,
will stay overnight at the
SHAR centre.

He was received by Andhra
Pradesh Governor E. S. L. Na-
rasimhan, Chief Minister N.
Kiran Kumar Reddy, and IS-
RO chairman K. Radhakrish-
nan af the helipad.

Dr, Singh will arrive at the
Mission Control Centre half
an hour before the scheduled
launch and stay till 10.30 a.m.
before leaving for Chennai by
helicopter.

. Once the PSLV is put into
orbit, ISRO would have cross-
ed a major milestone in at-
tracting commercial
assignments.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh with ISRO chief K. Radhakrishnan during a

visit to a GSLV vehicle assembly facility in Sriharikota on Saturday, on the eve
of the launch of the PSLV-C21, - PHOTO: PTI
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Stephen J Dubner &
Steven Levitt are the
authors of
Freakonomics and
Super Freakonomics

Economic Times ND 09-Sep-12

The True Value of

P-25

College Education

Economists estimate that each extra year of education is worth 8%
increment a year for therest of your life. So, for most people, buying a
lot of education makes sense. But what is the real lesson?

:: Stephen J Dubner & Steven Levitt

112 new episode of Freakonom-
ics Radio podcast —~
Freakonomics Goes to College,
Part 1 - the authors ask: What is
the true value these days of a
college education? The key
guests are: Allen Ezell, a former
FBI agent and co-author of
Degree Mills: The Billion-dollar
Industry That Has Sold Over a
Million Fake Diplomas; Karl
Rove, former senior adviser
and deputy chief of staff for
President George W Bush
(Rove, it turns out, is not a
college graduate. He is,
however, author of Courage
and Consequence: My Life as a
Conservative in the Fight);
David Card, an economist at
University of California,
Berkeley; and Steven Levitt.

Levitt on college education

The best way an economist
thinks about the vatue of
education is (he) triesto figure
out how the market rewards it
and what other benefits come
withit. And one thing {that) is
clear is that the market puts a
tremendous reward on
education. So the best estimates
that economists have are that
each extra year of education that
you get is worth about maybe an
8% increment to your earnings
each year for the rest of your life.
So it turns out for most people
buying a lot of education, or at
least for the average person let
me say, is a really good deal.

Card on the upside of education

in adown economy

Returns are even higher now because
of the recession. People aren’t
thinking about it right. So they notice
thatsomebody who graduates from
college is having a bit of a hard time
getting ajob, or they notice that the
unemployment rate for college grads
has gone up a little bit. But if you do
the right counterfactual and say,
“Well, what if T didn’t have a college
degree,” it’s much worse. The rise in
unemployment was much higher for
people with just a high school
diploma. Ashas always been true in

every recession, the recession is
always worse for less educated people.

Rove warns notto look at his
educational trajectory as one to
emulate

Imean, I think I was in the last
generation that could be stupid
enough not to get a college degree.
We live in a society in which
credentials matter. I mean, the Bill
Gateses of the world who go on to
found Microsoft after, you know,
dropping out of Harvard, are few and
far between. The Karl Roves who go
onto be, you know, senior adviser to
the president after never completing

your degree, are few and far
between,

Ezell on falce diplomas circulating
out inthe world

Asto where these people are that
bought those degrees, we don’thavea
clue. AndIsay thatbecause noone in
law enforcement, federal law
enforcement, chased them. We don’t
know who they are. We don’t know
where they’re employed. Only
occasionally will a graduate flushup.
He could be practicing in a hospital. He
could have something go awryina
medical procedure and then they start
looking at his credentials, and then

find out that he’s a phony. You
would be shocked 4t the number
of people that buy this garbage
and then put it on their resume,
and then post this online.

Tom Brevel, who had listened to
the podcast, asked a question:

\ “Wehavecredit reporting agen-
cles and driving history
databases. Why isn't there a
central database where
employers can check whethera
degree wasgrantedtoa
particular person and granted
by anaccredited institution?”
Sounds like a good businessidea
to me! How much would your
firm be willing to pay to easily
find out if a job applicant was
faking his academic credentials?

In an interview that got cut
fromthe podcast for lack of
space, Steve Canale, manager of
global recruiting and staffing
services for General Electric,
advises parents and students
One of the things that I've done
in the pastisI've talked to
parents at the high schoolin
Fairfield, (Conn.) And one of
the things that I tell them is after
you go to the admissions office
at any {college or university}, go
to the career centre. Because
it’s agreat place to find out
whether your son or daughter is
going to have a good chance of
finding a job, because you can
find out what companies active-
ly recruit at the school. And if
you can see big-name companies,
you kind of know that the education
there is valued by employers.

To students, he added: “Iwouldsay
follow your passion, figure out what
you have todo. Once you getintoa
school, what you do there is totally up
to you. You could go to asecond-tier
school, let’s call it, and graduate in the
top 3% of your class. And you would
have a very bright future, you'd have
very high prospects. Some kids today
are graduating with $200,000 in debt,
$100,000 in debt, and maybe they just
weren’t the best consumer, you lu;ow,
when it came rightdown toit. ® *,
© New York Times

GETTYIMAGES
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Isro’s century of launches

The space agency completes 100
missions today as PSLV-C21
blasts off And it all began on
April19, 1975, withthelaunchof
Aryabhata, India’s first satellite

Srinlvas Laxman

Jjust before 9.51 am, mission direc-

tor Kunhi Krishnan sitting before
a computer in Sriharikota will give
the ‘go’ for the launch of a historic
space mission. Then, sharp at 9.51
am, the ground willreverberatetothe
ear-deafening roar of the four-stage
44m-long Polar Satellite Launch Vehi-
cle(PSLV-C21)asitkicks intolife. Sec-
onds later; the mighty rocket will lift
off, triggering a huge round of ap-
plause in the control room as well as
among hundreds of spectators and
media persons gathered in the terrac-
esof huildings at the vast spaceport.

Astherocket thunders higherand
higher carrying a French and Japa-
nesesatellite, it willmarka proud mo-
ment for Isro. With this flight, the
space agency will complete 100 mis-
sions. The first one began with the
launch of Aryabhata, India’s first sat-
ellite, by a Russian rocket on April 19,
1975, The PSLV will fly Spot 6, the 720
kg French advanced remote sensing

If all goes well, on September 9,

GOING GREAT GUNS: Centaur Rocket
before its launch from Thumba,
Thiruvananthapuram, in 1968

satellite and Proeiteres, the Japanese
10kg micro satellite,

Isro chief spokesperson Dev Pra-
sad Karnik explained that “each Indi-
an rocket going up is considered a
mission. Each Indian satellite being
placed inorbit isa mission. For caleu-

- lating the 100th flight, Isro took into

consideration only Indian rockets
and satellites which were launched.”
This means if an Indian satellite is
carried by Arianespace's Ariane
rocket from Kotwrou in French Guya-
na, only the satellite’s mission is con-
sidered, not the foreign launcher’s.
Karnik said that till date, 62 Indi-
an sateilites and 37 rockets have been
launched. “The September 9 launch
will mark the 100th mission, but the

two foreign payloads are not being
considered,” he said. Of these, the
PSLV has proved a star performer, Its
missions included carrying Israeli
spy satellite Tescar on January 21,
2008, placing 10 satellites in different
orbits in rapid succession on April
28,2008, and taking India to the moon
on October 22,2008, with the launch of
Chandrayaan-1.

The indigenous Indian Remote
Sensing Satellite (IRS-IC), too has got
kudos. It was launched by a Bussian
Molniya rocket on December 28,1995,

. - and was given the title “jewel in the

crown” by American aerospace jour-

nal, AviationWeek and Space Tech-
nology. Its success paved the way for
India to enter the highly competitive
global remcte sensing market and
capture a substantial chunk of the
business. Data from other Indian re-
mote sensing satellites are also regu-

larly bought by other countries, in-
cluding the US. It has been a long
Journey, all right. Ex-Isro chairman,
URRag, said, “I witnesseqd the launch
of Aryabhata in the former Soviet
Union; now I am looking forward to
the launch of Isro’s 100th mission.”
He however said that China has bea-
ten India in rocket technology “Chi-
na’s rockets have the capacity to fly
payloads up to nine tonnes, but our
GSLVcarryonlyupto2to2.5tonnes.”
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The publishing wars

PRASHANT REDDY

ties face off in court but that is exact-
ly what happened, a couple of weeks
ago, when Delhi University (DU) and a
photocopying shop located on its prem-
ises were sued for copyright infringement
by the Oxford University Press (OUP) and
the Cambridge University Press (CUP),
publishing houses owned by those uni-
versites. Apparently, Delhi University had
- been prescribing certain chapters from
different books, some of which are pub-
lished by CUP and CUP — and the phote-
copying shop in question used to photo-
copy these different chapters, compile
them into a “course pack”™ and sell the
same to students for a profit.

As of now, the Delhi High Court has
only authorised an inspection of the pho-
tocopying shop by a court-appointed
commissioner to ensure preservation of
evidence for the ensuing trial and has
not yet passed any injunction against
either DU or the photocopying shop,
which technically means that business
can continue as usual until the court
hears final arguments.

Predictably, the students at DU are out-
raged and have setup a Facebook group —
Campaign to Save D-School Photocopy
Shop — with a set of demands. A letter
addressed to the Dean, on behalf of the
“students and faculty” of the DU, does lit-
tle justice to the tremendous intellectual
faculties available at the Delhi University.
Apart from calling OUP and CUP terms
such as “criminal presses”, an eatlier ver-
slon of the letter, still accessible on anoth-
er Facebook group (DUSU Election 2012),
threatened in true fascist style, to ensure
“that these books are banned from cam-

- pus and organise a bonfire of books by
these presses” if “push comes to shove”,
That line was later replaced with an affir-
mation to follow “open source and free
dissemination of knowledge”,

Incredibly, the letter never once men-
tions the words “copyright law” or, for
that matter, even attempts toengage with
that subject, or the economics of the pub-
lishing industry, or the fact that several
eminent professors, past and present, at
Delhi University, especially the Delhi
School of Economics, are some of the
most prominent Indian authors of QUP
and CUP. Let’s just sample some of the
top names — Amartya Sen, Andrei
Beteille, Jagdish Bhagwati, Jean Dreze,
all of whom have been or continue to be
faculty at DU, have had muitiple books
published by OUP,

Keeping aside this rhetoric, there is a
need tounderstand the Jegality of whole-
sale photocopying of works protected
under India’s Copyright Act, 1957, Unlike
real or tangible property such asland ora
car, intellectuat property like literary or
musical works can be enjoyed by multiple
persons at the same time — while only
one person can enjoy a piece of landat any
given point of time, the latter can be
reproduced eitherthrough photocopying
or through file-sharing on the internet,
and more than one person can enjoy such
awork without impeding otherusers. This
critical difference between tangible prop-
erty and intellectual property is the reason
that copyright law in India, like in most
countries, provides for certain limitations

I tisn’t every day that we see universi-

and exceptions tothe strict enforcements
of copyright. Typically referred to aseither
the ‘fair use’ or “fair dealing’ exception,
Indian copyright law provides fora rather
long list of limitations and exceptions
which allow users of copyrighted materi-
al to use such works without prior per-
mission of the authors or the copyright
owners. One such exception in Section
52(1)(h), appears to give both teachers and
students the right to reproduce any liter-
ary work “in the course of instruction”.

A liberal construction of this provision
would legalise the action of photocopying
complete books — but would at the same
time completely destroy the larger objec-
tive of copyright law, which is to ensure
incentives for authors and publishers to
create and publish books. Any person jus-
tifying a liberal construction of these pro-
visions needs to explain to the Delhi High
Court as to how and why publishers in
India will continue to invest in publishing
educational books when thelr target mar-
ket of university students can photocopy
these books without buying them.

A more likely “purposive” interpreta-
tion of the provision would lead to the
Delhi High Court placing some limita-
tions on just how much of a particular
book or article can be reproduced for edu-
cational purposes. American courts, for
instance, have imposed certain limits on
the portion of an educational book that
can be reproduced for the sake of educa-
tional activity. Such an interpretation,
which forbids wholesale photocopying,
would better serve the interests of cre-
ativity and publishing.  * [

Would such an interpretation of the
law ensure cheaper or affordable books for
students? Not necessarily, “Cheap” and
“affordable” are relative terms.
Universitles like DU, heavily subsidised
by the Central govermnment, are renowned
for their low fee structures. For example
the annual tuition fees at the Delhi School
of Economics, is a paltry €216 per annum,
with an annual library fee of ¥6 and an
annual library development fee of 3200,
The monthly — not annual — tuition fee

-at Delhi Public School, Mathura Road,

according to its website, is ¥4,450; 'the
annual fee for nine months is ¥40,050. So
how exactly should the publishing indus-
try determine the price level for “afford-
able” or “cheaper” books at the universi-
ty level? This Is a question which is going
to haunt publishers in India for the fore-
seeable future,

Clearly, publishers need to devise
radical marketing strategies for the
Indian market and engage with Indian
universities in the conference room and
not the courtroom. For their part, Indian
students need to understand that aca-
demic books are the result of hard
labour by both authors and publishing
houses and that these books don’t fal}
into our laps from the heavens, or hell,
depending on your perspective,

Destroying the incentive to publish by
bringing in wide exceptions to copyright
law is only going to ensure few incentives
for the publishing industry to invest
resources in the Indian market, and that
could only be bad news for the already
beleaguered world of Indian academia,

The writer, an intellectual property expert, Is
currently at Stanford Law School
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Forensic test finds
sedatives in IIT-B victim

Kalina lab hands
over report to

investigators
Sunchika B Pandey MuMBAI

The Kalina Forensic Science
Laboratory has dispatched the
report of the 25-year-oid PhD
student of the Indian Institute
of Technology Bombay who
was allegedly drugged and
molested by a staff.

According to the reportfrom
the FSL, Diazepam, 3 tran-
quiliser drug was found in her
stomach wash as well as the
blood and urine sampies.

The Powal police got the re-
port on Friday and started the
next course of action. “We have
just received the report and it
confirms the girl was drugged

A

LR,

with a sedative as was sus-
pected at the outset. We wiil
now have to trace the source of
the drug among the other as-
pects that need to be probed,”
said a police source.
According to sources in the
FSL, the process of conducting
the test was net as smooth be-
cause the guantity of the sam-
ple was very small. However,
the report now would give the
Powai police a strong evidence
to take the case ahead, consid-
ering the girl had refused to
undergo assauit test to deter-
mine if she was raped, ham-

pering the investigations a
great deal at the very outset.
On August 11, Sauri Vard-
harajan (57}, who works in the
physics lab of HT-B, aliegedly
invited the giri for coffee to his
home and drugged her. The
girl, who was found uncon-
scious withdishevelled clothes
in his house by her friends and
security guards. Vardharaian
was out for the night shift.
The girl refused to undergo
any tests citing that she would
die if she tested positive inthe .
test for detecting rape. How-
ever, the police carried on with -
the mvestigations on the other
aspects and dispatched her
stomach wash as weill as biood
and urine sampies to the FSL.
According to police sources,
the report will now be elemnen-
tary inopposing the bail apphi-
cation of the accused which
will be heard on September 12.
it is being suspected that the
accused used his wife’s medi-
cal prescription to buy the

.drugs. His wife had been pi'e—
scribed the drug due to some
sleep disorder.
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No IIT-JEE, ATEEE from 2013

AGE CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 9

It's official. There will be no
IIT-JEE and AIEEE exams
from 2013. Students will
have to take the new Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE) for
admissions to prestigious
IITs, NITs, IIITs, deemed
universities and other cen-
trally funded technical
institutions between April

and June 2013. JEE will be -

held in two parts -— JEE

(Main) JEE
(Advanced).

More importantly, the
marks secured in 10+2
board exams will play a
decisive role during final
selection of students for
admissions to these top
institutions, which is not
the case till now. A good
rank secured in the new
JEE will no longer guaran-
tec a seat for students in top
institutions as is the case

and

‘now unless they perform

well in 1042 board exams

00,

Putting to rest all confu-
sion surrounding the
AIEEE and IIT-JEE exams,
the CBSE finally came out
with an official statement
that JEE (Main) will
replace the AIEEE exam
and JEE (Advanced) will

. replace the IIT-JEE from

2013.

The Union ministry- of
HRD has entrusted the
responsibility of conduct-

Jansatta ND 10/09/2012 P-7

ing ‘the new JEE to the
CBSE

The JEE (Maln) merit list
will be prepared after giv-

- ing 40 per cent weightage

for 10+2 marks, which
means only 60 per cent of
the performance in JEE
(Main) will be taken into
account. Admissions to
NITs, IIITs, deemed univer-
sities and other central
funded technical institu-
tions will be made based on
JEE (Main) merit list.
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Maths meta course at Jamia

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Jamia Milia Isla-
mia University’s academic

council approved the mathe-

matics-MCRC Meta Universi-
ty course recently Jamia has
collaborated with Delhi Uni-
versity on it, The post-gradu-
ate programme will bring to-
gether the disparate fields of
mass communication {from
Jamia’s mass communication
research centre) and mathe-
matics (handled by DU).
Though it's a tad late, Ja-
mia registrar, Prof S M Sajid
says they are hoping to launch
the course by this month itself.
There’ll be 20 seats in the first
year: Delhi University has also
developed a tentative curricu-

lum — the mass com classes
(digital technology, develop-
ment communication) will be
held in Jamia and the maths
ones in DU. Anyone who has

t Jamia Milia Islamia’s -
i academic council
.~approved the

: mathematics-MCRC
- Meta University

¢t course recently

TP

studied at least two Maths pa-
pers in graduation, irrespec-
tive of the course, is eligible.
The universities will con-
duct the admission test and ad-
missions jointly. As the reser-
vation policies of the two

institutions differ widely, DU
will govern the admissions in-
toone half of the total number
of seats and that of Jamia will
be implemented for the other, -
It will be a two-year course,
covering four semesters and
on completion, thestudent will
get adegrecawarded jointly by
DUand Jamia.

Sajid promises an “innova-
tive” course design. “It won't
be just maths but the concepts

" of mathsapplied to real-life sit-

uations. Students will have to
undertake one project during
thecourse, Itcan involvemath-
ematical modeling for applica-
tion in areas such as popula-
tion-growth, poverty,
migration and public health,”
he added.
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Govt makes it
harder for docs
to stay on in US

Stops Issuing
‘No Obligation To
Return’ Papers

Kounteya Sinha | TNN

GREENER PASTURES

» 709 doctors have jeft indla
in 2012 (as of Aug 16), health
minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
told Parliament. In the past
3 yrs, 3,000 have left Indla

> India is short of 6L doctors,

New Delhi: In a bid to pre- | 10L nurses and 2L dental
vent medical students who | surgeons, the Planning
go to the US for higher stud- | Commission estimates.
iesfromsettlingdownthgre, | Indian doctors make up 5%
the health ministry has gus of the medical workforce in
pended issuing ‘no obliga- |developed countries
tion to return’ certificates » AlIMS spends at least
that allow themto doso. TL.7cr to produce a single

In the past three years, |MpBs, 53% AIMS students
» Guidelines soon, P 13 leave India to work abroad
3,000 medical students have oping countries) to issue a
goneabroad and stayedthere. “statement of need” certifi-
India hasonedoctorper2,000 cate, stating “the student is

people; the US has onefor 469,

The ‘no obligation to re-
turn to India’ (NORI) certifi-
cate is mandatory for Indian
doctors who have completed
up to nine years of medical
education to settle in the US.
Ironically, before they head
there, the US requires the
healthministry (of all devel-

being allowed to go and
study medicine in the US be-
cause he is required to re-
turn and serve India”.

Joint secretary in the
health ministry S K Rao said
only 30% of those who go to
the US return to work. “This
year, we haven't issued a sin-
gleNORI certificate,” hesaid.
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No SC/ST prof in DU, JNU
despite quota in promotion

Akshaya Mulal | TN .

New Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru
University Delhi University,
Banaras Hindu University and
Allahabad University, allof them
directly under the HRD ministry,
do not have a single SC/ST pro-
fessor despite the policy of quota
in promotions.

Moreover, DU and JNU don'’t
have a single SC/ST associate
professor (reader).

BHU has three SC associate
professors, not a single one from
the ST categoryand112SCand 30
ST assistant professors (lectur-
ers) which is the entry level post.
In JNU, thereare 25 SC and 10 ST
assistant professors. However, it
does not have a single SC/ST re-
search scientist. Allahabad Uni-
versity has just one SC associate
professor, STs again drawing a
blank. At the lecturer level, Alla-
habad University has 15 8C and
two STs.

Absence of SCs/STs at the
higher levels despite a policy of
reservation in promotion is not
confined to these four universi-
ties. An RTI query to University
Grants Commission, JNU and
BHU by Banaras-hased Mahen-

Promotion quota from 95 if law passed

The Centre proposes to implement reservation in promotion for
SCsand STs in government jobs with retrospective effect from
June 1995, according to the Bill introduced inthe Rajya Sabha during
the monsoonsession. “Itis also necessary to give retrospective
effectto the proposed clause (4A) of Article 16 with effect fromthe
date of coming into force of that clause as originally introduced,
thatis, from the 17th day of June, 1995,” the Bill states. This means
that the measure will come into effect from 1995 whenthe
Constitution was amended for the purpose of providing reservation

inpromotions for SCs/STs. acencies

dra Pratap Singhrevealed a simi-
lar situation in 31 central univer-
sities across India.

In November 2011, O N Sri-
vastava of BHU's department of
physics wrote to vice-chancellor
Lalji Singh arguing that reserva-
tionbegivenonly at theentrylev-
el. This, he argued, would keep
the “academic profile/glamour/
reputation of the university in-
tact”. He also said reservation be
given subject/department-wise.
Srivastava’s contention was in
direct contravention of UGC’s
guidelines of 2006 that told all
universities to resist from giving
department-wise  reservation
which often resulted in creation
of single posts to avoid quota.

Immediately after Srivasta-

va’s letter, BHU set up a commit-
tee under S C Lakhotia of the
zoology department to review .
reservation criteria in recruit-
ment. The committee said there
should be no reservation at the
level of associate professor and
professor The committee said
since BHU was an institute of na-
tional importance, it was ex-
empted from reservation for
posts higher than the entry level.
The panel cited Central Educa-
tional Institutions (Reservations
in Admission) Act, 2007, tomake
this point. However, the Act gives
exemption only to institutes of
excellence and even lists them in
the annexure, BHU, DU, JNU and
Allahabad University are not
part of them. -
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Row over
UGC secy’s
appointment
continues

Akshaya Mukul | TN

New Delhi: Appointment
of secretary in the Universi-
ty Grants Commission
(UGC)hasturned into a full-
fledged battle with the HRD
ministry, with a section of
UGC on one side and a few
members and aggrieved
candidates on the other.

At least two members of
the UGC are Likely to protest
onMonday againstthe man-
ner in which appointments
were being made disregard-
ing all rules. After the full
commission of the UGC re-
fused to approve Akhilesh
Gupta as secretary on the
ground that due process -
presence of a minority
member in the interview
panel — was not followed, a
meeting of the UGC has
been called on Monday, at
the behest of the HRD min-
istry, to plug deficiency in -
such a way that the final se-
lection remains unchanged,

For full story, log on o,
www.timesofindia.com )

Hindustan Times
ND 10/09/2012 p.13

CASTE ISSUE
CROPS UP IN
UGG SECY
APPOINTMENT

Charu Sudan Kasturi

w charu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The University
Grants Commission (UGC) has
called an emergency meeting
on Monday to try and defuse a
crisis surrounding a contro-
verkial attempt at appointing a
new secretary at the organisa-
tion, which has triggered alle-
gations of caste discrimination.

The UGC will re-evaluate the
candidature of Akhilesh Gupta,
a scientist with the department
of science and technology, for
the post of secretary at the
Commission.

Gupta was shortlisted {o be
selected to the post last week,
but at a Commission meeting,
members almost unanimously
raised concerns about the
process through which he was
picked — even though no one
questioned Gupta’s credentials.

Under selection norms, an
SC or ST representative must
sit on panels, which shortlist
candidates for posts of the rank
of UGC secretary. But the panel
that picked Gupta had no
SC/ST representative.

Scurces insist that though the
meeting has been called sud-
denly, it is aimed merely at cor-
recting an administrative lapse,
“There was a genuine problem
with the selection process, but
that doesn't mean that the can-
didate ought to be ruled out,” a
senior UGC source said. But
critics accuse UGC of planning
to push through Gupta's name
without giving a new panel time
to select a candidate,
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Fewer Indlan students in the UK take science, tech courses

PRASUN SONWALKAR
" Press Trust of India

LONDON: The reduced num-
ber of Indian students this year
. has led to concerns in some
British universities over the fi-
nancial viability of courses and
departments particularly in the
subjects of science, technology,
f(eggmeenng and mathematics
M)

As universities report a drop
of between 20 and 30 per cent of
Indian students in the forth-
coming academic year starting
later this month, the drop has
caused much concern over the
future of STEM courses that
have been popular among post-
graduate Indian students.

In oral evidence presented to
the Business, Innovation and

Skills Commlttee of parliament,

senior figures in higher educa-
tion and industry noted the

concern among vice-chancel-

lors about the impact of less In-
dian students on the financial
viability of STEM courses and
departments.

The committee, which pub-
lished its report on ‘Overseas
Students and Net Migration' last
week, recommended that Indian
and other. non-EU students
should be removed from overall
immigration figures since most
of them return home after their
courses.

The recommendation, how-
ever, was rejected by the govern-
ment keen to cut immigration
from outside the EU.

Nicola Dandridge, chief exec-
utive of Universities UK, which

DIFFERENT STREAM: Some varsities are concerned about the impact of
reduction of international student numbers on specific subject areas

represents all universities and
higher education institutions,
told the committee that vice-
chancellors were “particularly

concerned” about the impact of
less Indian students on STEM
subjects.

She said, “I think it is too ear-

ly to draw apocalypnc conclu-
sions about theclosures of de-
partments, but.the trends are
not good. It is particularly appar-
ent now, because of the reduc-
tion of Indian students — stu-
dents coming from the Indian
subcontinent to study STEM

subjects — that is where there

are already = questions being
asked about the sustainability of
certain subjects”.

She said, “We are also seeing
an actual reduction in student
intake from some countries, par-

ticularly from India, particularly *

in the postgraduate market, and
for some universities that is
quite marked.” ’

Dandridge said some univer-

sities were particularly con-

cerned about the impact of re-
duction of international student

numbers on specific subject ar-
eas, especially STEM, where,
“although they are manageable
this year, the reductions may af-
fect—may affect—the viability of
some subjects in the future”.

Simon Walkery, director gener-
al of the Institute of Directors,
told the committee that the im-
pression generated abroad due to
changes in student visa policies
was having an adverse impact
particularly in Bric countries
(Brazil, Russia, India and China). _

Walker said, “I think it is dam-
aging our business relationships.
It combines with other factors in
terms of getting here, and a sort
of sense that Britain is not as
open as it ought to be. So I think
it is one of the factors, but a lead-
ing one. A lot of the atmospheric
side of it is important.”
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Relax immigration
laws: UK varsity chief

INDIAN VOYAGE Rating Indian students among the best, Cambridge
head emphasises the need to integrate humanities and sciences

Lalita Panicker
M [alita.panicker@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Stressing upon the
importance of attracting best
academic talent from foreign
countries to the UK, Sir Leszek
Borysiewicz, vice-chancellor of
Cambridge University, opposed
stricter immigration laws.

“We should have the freedom
to encourage the brightest stu-
dents and teachers from other
countries and not just for their
economic value,” said
Borysiewicz, who is on a 12-day
visit to India.

On his India trip, the head of
one of the world’s oldest uni-
versities hopes to emphasise to
Indian policy-makers the impor-
tance of integrating the sciences
and humanities. “Humanities
make us what we are, they give
us the ability to explore beauty
and creativity. We should recog-
nise that.”

Borysiewicz feels British uni-
versities should not be judged
by instances like the London
Metropolitan University fiasco
in which even legitimate stu-
dents suffered. “If a university
does not meet the required cri-
teria, I suppose the authorities
are within their right to take
action. But, I do feel bad for the
students who enrolled in these
places in good faith.”

When asked why students
should choose universities like
Cambridge when top class edu-
cation is available in the US and
even Singapore for alesser cost,
Borysiewicz said that the value
of a Cambridge degree trans-
lates into enormous benefit for
the students.

“Parent support and ability

= Dr. Leszek Borysiewicz, the vice-chancellor of Cambridge

University.

| don't see the slump in
the Indian economy having
a long-term impact on
students seeking to study
in our university.

SIR LESZEK BORYSIEWICZ
vice-chancellor, Cambridge

to pay are not the deciding fac-
tors for Cambridge rather it is
the aptitude of the student
which comes first,” he said.

Borysiewicz rated Indian stu-
dents at Cambridge as among
the “brightest and the best”,
expressing the hope to estab-
lish partnerships with the II'Ts
and the National Centre for
Biological ~ Sciences in
Bangalore.

The Cambridge V-C reject-
ed the notion that the slump in
the economy will have an impact
on the applications from India.
“I don’t see the slump in the
Indian economy having a long-
term impact on students seek-

JASJEET PLAHA/HT PHOTO

ing to study in our university.
Economies recover and if India
is going through a slump then
you should look at Britain at this
time.”

He s firmly of the belief that
to encourage students, to realise
their full potential, the state can-
not abdicate its responsibilities
although it is becoming a trend
in places like India to invite pri-
vate investment in education.
“Lamnot saying the private sec-
tor should be deprived of invest-
ing in education, but it must not
be seen as a substitute, rather
it should be considered an addi-
tive.” He said that though the
Indian education system has
pockets of excellence, “there are
many unknowns as with all edu-
cation systems”.

He said that the three basic
tenets are to ensure that stu-
dents have access to opportu-
nities, that they are nurtured in
an environment of commitment
and that there is a commitment
to quality and excellence. “I test
educational values against these
benchmarks,” he said.
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Two years later, South Asian Univ
gets few foreign students, faculty

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER ¢

HEN it was anngunced eight
years back, the South Asian
University (SAU), consid-

ered tobe Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s dream project, was planned as
aninternational institute that would
. forge academiccol-

laborationsin South
Asiaandbuilda
global reputation.

However, two
years afteritbegan
operations, the SAU
remains alittle-known institute with a
predominantly Indian faculty and stu-
dent profile. With its planned 100-acre
campusin Delhi’s Maidan Garhiarea

HEHOR

NO TAKERS YET

Country | Noofstudents! Seats
(2011-12) offered

Bhutan 0" *
Bangladesh 27 66
Pakistan 7 23
Afghanistan 17 24
Nepal 17 23
Srilanka 6 1"

*Not available

hitby land acquisition prablems, the
university still operates out of its tem-
porarycampus in Akbar Bhawan.

The SAU, which started its inaugu-
ral academic session in August 2010
with just 50 students, offers eight post-
graduate programmes at present,

The university’s annual report of
2011-12 shows that Indians constitute
the bulk of the student strength. While
not asingle student from Bhutan has
enrolled so far, the university got only
27 students from Bangladesh, seven
from Pakistan, 17 from Afghanistan,
17 from Nepal and six from Sri Lanka
(see accompanying chart).

Moreover, despite 393 seats being
set aside for Indians, only 81 students
enrolled for the courses. Incidentally,
the number of Indian students has
beenlimited to 50 per cent of the total
stizdent strength,

Among the faculty too, there are
justadozen-odd staff members from
other SAARC nations against the total
strength 0f48. The number of visiting

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

University finds few foreign students

faculty scholars fromotherna-  pansion of the academic pro-
tions for guest lecturesisalso  grammes and the selection of
yet to hit double digits. courses is a collective decision

Initslatestreport, the par-  of the eight SAARC countries

liamentary standing commit-
tee on external affairs said the
varsity was set up in a hurry
and its courses and curriculum
can hardly inspire a “sense of
South-Asian consciousness”,
The committee said specific
courses relating to heritage,
performing arts and major
languages of SAARC coun-
tries should be introduced on
priority basis.

In its reply, the MEA has
contended that the pace of ex-

and the course content is “de-
signed to enhance a shared
sense of South Asian identity”.

“SAU isstill in its infancy.
Even a university like INU
took nearly 20 years to
achieve the sort of reputation
it has today. We do have fac-
ulty members now froin sev-

eral SAARC nations and\

an elaborate process with a
shortlisting committee com-
prising representatives of all
SAARC nations,” said SAU
vice-president Prof Rajiv K
Saxena.

According to Saxena,
SAU received nearly 1,300
applications for the 35 faculty
posts advertised this year. He
added that as many as 2,500
students have applied for the
coming academic session,

“The facultyisreasonably

hopefully this numberwillin- / good. However, the other in-

crease, Itis also not correct to
callus an India-centricinitia-
tive. The faculty selection is

frastructure including hostels
really needs to be improved,”
said astudent,
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PSLV-C21 fires Isro
to historic 100

With Minor Flaw, Places Two Sats In Orbit

Arun Janardhanan |Tus

Chennai: India’s space odyssay
croesed a historic landmark
when a Polar Satellite Launch
Wehicle (PELV-C21) put two for-
eignsatellites inorbit on Sunday
intheIndian Space Research Or-
ganization's 100th mission.
Attheendof a51-hour count-
down that started on Fridaw
PELV-C21 lifted off at 9.53%am.
After ITmmutesand 49seconds,
it imjected the first satellite,
France'sSPOT-6, intoorbit, Sec-
onds later it put the Japan’s g
Proiteres in arbit. The launch
wasscheduledat85lambutwas &
delayed by two minutes after In-
dias Inertial Mavigation Sys-
tern, which smdes rockets and |
helps them put satellites in or-
bits with pinpoint precision, re-
layed analert of a possible colli-
sionwith space debris, i
After a perfect launch, asthe %

——

roclket roared into space, there

Was 4 minor scare. Scientists

watched anxiously as the trajec-

tory of the rocket on giant scre-

ens at the mission control room

showed it deviate slightly mid-

flight. But its course was soon corrected
and it followed the flight plan lawlessly be-
fore inserting its payload intoorbit,

Primme Minister Marnmohan Singh, who
was present at the launch, congratulated the
scientists nmmediately after mission direc-
tor Kunhi Erishnan announced at 10.14am
that thelaunch was a success. “India is just-
Iv proud of its space scientists who hawve
overcome many odds to develop our own
technology for space missions,” the PhMsaid.

Isro began its space prograrmme in 1975
with the launch of its first satellite Arvab-
hata. With Sunday's launch., Isrocompleted

SCORING A CENTURY

» Sunday's PSLV launch from
Sriharikota marked Isro's
100th mission since the launch
of its first satellite, Aryabhata,
in 1975 by a Russian rocket

» PSLV-C21, 44-metre tall,
weighing 230 tonne and
costing Rs 90 crore, ferried
two satellites; SPOT &, a712-
kg French earth observation
satellite, and Proiteres, a
15-kg Japanese micro satellite

» SPOT-G is the heaviest
commercial iftso far
since India foraved into the
multi-billion dollar global
commenrcial satellite launch
market after 350 kg Agile of
[taly put in orbit in 2007

= by PSLV

* With 12 remote sensing’
earth observation satellites
- | orbiting in the space, India is
aworld leader in the remote
sensing data market

its 100th successful mission. It has so far
launched 62 ndian and 29 fore ign satellit es
fromm Sriharikota and foreign launch pads.

The organization already has its sights
set on its next assigmment, the Mars Orbi-
ter Mission on August 3, 2012 for its pro-
posed launch in 2018, after receiving ap-
proval from the Union cabinet.

A jubilant Isro chief K Radhakrishnan
said Vikram Sarabhai’s space dreams had
come true, “These are moments of extreme
pride and happiness,™ he said. “India’s sp-
aceexpediionsarefor thebettermentof=o-
ciety, not to commpete with other coumtries."
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UGC HIKES SC/ST
FELLOWSHIP FOR
POST-DOCTORAL
RESEARCH

K Sandeep Kumar

m lkoreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

ALLAHABAD: The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has signifi-
cantly hiked fellowships for SC/ST
students for postdoctoral
research.

As per the new norms,
research scholars of SC/ST cat-
egories will now receive 325,000
per month for the first two vears
and 330,000 per month from the
third year onwards in the five-
year period for which the fellow-
ship is granted. Until now, the
SC/ST scholars used to get
16,000 per month as fellowship.

To make the fellowship more
attractive, the UGC has also
increased the contingency
amount granted every year to the
tellows. Now the fellowship will
fetch post-doc SC/ST researchers
3H0000 every year in contingency
grants instead of the earlier
330000 per year.

The UGC's order in this regard
hasbeen sent by the commission’s
joint secretary Dr CS Meena to
the registrars of all universities,
including the  Allahabad
University:

Asper the order, physically dis-
abled and blind candidates who
used toreceive 32,000 per month
for hiring an escort or reader will
continue to receive the same
amount besides getting the HRA
as per the university/institution
rules where they are enrolled.

The UGC has directed that
candidates selected for the fel-
lowship from the year 2010-11
onwards would be eligible for the
new fellowship amount but would
receive the increased money in
fellowship and contingency grants
only with effect from April 27,
2012. The candidates whose five-
year fellowship tenure has ended
before April 27, 2012, are not eli-
gible for the revised amount.

The order also specifies that
candidates selected for the fel-
lowship from the year 2010-11
onwards were not eligible for the
money given as departmental
assistance.

Inhis order, the UGC joint sec-
retary has asked universities to
direct all their affiliated colleges
to ensure that the increased fel-
lowship amount istimely provided
to the postdoctoral SC/ST
fellows.
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